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Ransdell to push for 4.8% tuition increase
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU students could take
another hit to their wallets, as
President Gary Ransdell announced he would propose a
4.8 percent tuition increase to
balance the university budget.
The increase would tack on
another $200 in tuition for a

majority of students.
The potential tuition increase
resulted from a 1.5 percent legislative cut to public university
funding earlier this month, and
WKU lost nearly $1.1 million in
the state budget. A 4.8 percent
tuition increase, in addition to
the state supporting half of the
university’s retirement funding, would give WKU a bal-

anced budget.
“All divisions have now determined how their respective divisional budgets will be
balanced,” Ransdell said in
an email sent Tuesday afternoon to faculty and staff. “We
have been able to protect most
campus jobs and avoid catastrophic reductions.”
The biggest budgetary hur-

dles have been overcome, according to Ann Mead, senior
vice president for Finance and
Administration, but planning
the budget will continue to
have its challenges.
“We are having to implement another reduction in
state funding at the same time
that we have fixed costs that
must be funded,” Mead said

via email. “All efforts have been
made to have a salary adjustment for employees though
the
percentage
increase
doesn’t align with our Action
Plan or desired ability to reward performance.”
The percentage was decided on after the Council on
Postsecondary Education soSEE TUITION PAGE A3

Defying age

Coach Bill Powell finishes his 77th lap for his 77th birthday swim at the Preston Center’s Bill Powell Natatorium. “I get lost in the
pool‚” he said. “That’s where my whole focus is and all the problems in the world disappear.” TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

Powell survives rough waters to carry on legacy
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
He eases into the pool. The water is
his safe haven. The zero gravity matches
the level anxiety that escapes him when
his body knows no limits - his body still
knows no age.
An annual tradition of 29 years awaits
him for yet another round.
He rubs his arms across his body
warming up his 77-year-old muscles.
He flaps his arms across the water as if
to become one with the pool, like a man

Visit wkuherald.com/apps/
projects/coachpowell for an
interactive web layout on
Coach Powell.

made for the water.
He takes a deep breath before submerging his mind into peace, into a common place where fitness meets solitude.
But 77 laps gains more meaning than
the laps he swam in the same pool a year
before, and the year before that. Each
year is another milestone.
When Bill Powell was told that a back
surgery he needed in 2011 could result
in him dying on the operating table, he
wasn’t worried about what he was born
to do. He was worried about the simpler
SEE POWELL PAGE A3

Student pulls gun by Bates, arrested on campus
WKU Police
search Michael
Dearborn's bag.
The freshman
was arrested
next to the
Academic Complex Wednesday morning
after pulling a
gun on a man
in front of Subway at BatesRunner Hall.
JOSH NEWELL/
HERALD

BY JACOB PARKER AND
JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Goodlettsville, Tenn.‚ freshman Michael Dearborn was arrested and
brought into custody yesterday morning after pulling a gun on another person outside the Bates-Runner Subway.
No shots were fired.
“The gun was unloaded but he did
use it to threaten a couple of students,”
director of Media Relations Bob Skipper said.
Dearborn is being charged on menacing, terroristic threatening, carrying a
concealed weapon, disorderly conduct,

receiving stolen property (firearm) and
wanton endangerment, Skipper said.
Witnesses reported seeing Dearborn
flee the scene after the confrontation.
He was tracked down and arrested by
WKUPD in front of the Academic Complex.
Bowling Green freshman Katie Hanson was outside Subway eating with
some friends when they noticed an altercation.
“This guy was yelling with this other
guy that was just sitting there with a
backpack,” she said, “They were yelling back and forth for a little bit and we
weren’t too worried and all of sudden
GUN PAGE A3
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POWELL

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
gift in life.
“I was scared of not being able to
walk,” Powell said. “The swimming
part never scared me.”
He tightens his goggles, fixes his cap,
takes one more breath and soaks in what
he once lost as the result of surgery.
Powell was suffering from three separate spinal conditions: spondylolisthesis, a forward slip of the vertebra, a
synovial cyst, which causes pressure on
the nerves in the spinal cord and spinal stenosis, a narrowing of the nerve
channel in the spine.
“I had been seeing a different doctor
who knew I needed the operation, but
said he would lose me on the operating
table,” Powell said. “It was that touchy
of a situation.”
Powell’s son, Dan, had been in casual
conversation with a doctor in Nashville
who knew of a 93-year-old woman who
hadn’t walked in three years who now
walks stairs without a cane thanks to
the same surgery Powell needed.
This woman, like Powell, was told
by another doctor she’d be lost on the
table.
Powell met with Chris Glattes of Elite
Sports Medicine & Orthopedic Center in Nashville to discuss surgery that
would change his life.
“The first thing (Glattes) said to me
was, ‘I understand you are one of two
people over the age of 75 in the United
States that can swim a mile under 30
minutes’, I replied ‘yes’ and he said,
‘Then we’re not going to have a problem.’”

Rough Waters
James Johnson, the doctor who referred the surgery, swam for Powell
for 20 years. Johnson started as a kid
taking lessons at the Bowling Green
Country Club when he was 5-yearsold. He swam for Powell all the way
up through his summer breaks from
medical school at Vanderbilt University, and now he had the opportunity to
give back to his long-time coach.
It was Johnson who briefed Glattes on
Powell’s condition two and a half years
ago.
Glattes knew with the physical condition Powell at his age, combined with
his aggressive insistence to heal the injury rather than cope with it, that surgery was in fact a viable option.
“We had success with similar operations in the past with different patients,” Glattes said. “We also knew that
it would be a lengthy operation, but if
we could have minimal blood loss, I
didn’t see why the operation was not
an option.”
Powell’s damaged vertebra was removed and replaced with a cadaver
bone, remaining unconscious for
over 24 hours. Glattes’ main concern
of keeping blood loss minimal proved
not to be an issue. After five days in a
hospital bed, Powell went home on
condition he would remain in bed for
five more days.
“I bugged them so much they finally
made a bargain,” Powell said. “I stayed
in bed for five days, went and got my

Powell is named ﬁrst
swim coach in WKU
history

Coach Bill Powell studies his split times from his 77th birthday swim in the pool that
is named after him. Powell founded the men’s swimming and dive team in 1969
and retired 36 years later. Over the course of his career at WKU‚ Powell coached the
team to 425 total victories. TYLER ESSARY/HERALD
stitches out and got in the pool. Of
course, I couldn’t dive for a while and
couldn’t do flip turns for a while so I
worked back to it."
Glattes assures that patients who
don’t like to swim are at a real disadvantage. Only through swimming would
Powell get his life back to normal.
“Bill is extremely healthy,” Glattes
said. “His cardiac function is better
than the majority of people’s. He is an
extremely unique example of what we
want all of our patients to be like.
“Swimming is one of the best ways
to rehabilitate a spine. It puts you in
a weightless environment where you
can properly regain your flexibility and
strength.”
Powell nears the halfway point when
former and current WKU swimmers
enter the pool area to watch a living
legend. Two lanes over is Olympic gold
medalist Claire Donahue practicing
laps. Even she takes a break to look over
and watch a man defy the odds of age.
Powell isn’t in a hurry. 30 minutes last
longer when you’ve mastered the waters like him. At his age, speed isn’t what
he’s looking for, instead he swims long,
slow laps, taking it all in as something
he may have once lost.
“Because I swim everyday, I went
from dying on the table to no problem,” Powell said. “I tell senior citizens
how helpful swimming can be. For me,
it is the reason I am able to walk.”

Connections
Bill Powell grew up on an island.
“I swam across the lake every day to
go swimming every day,” Powell said.
“We had to take the boat to the store, to
go to a friends house. We just lived on
the water.”
Water is what drifted Powell from St.
Joseph, Mich to Bowling Green. He’s
never met a stranger.
“The swimmers always tell me – you
have the six degrees of separation, well
mine’s only three, because I can’t go anywhere without running into someone
I already know. If it hadn’t been for Dr.
Johnson that got me down (to Nashville)
I don’t know what I would’ve done.”
If it weren’t for Powell’s past connec-

Powell records WKU’s
ﬁrst winning season in
WKU history.

TUITION

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
lidified the maximum cap public universities could raise their tuition. The
Council allowed universities to raise
their tuition a total of 8 percent over the
next two years, with a maximum tuition
increase of 5 percent.
Ransdell said the CPE's decision was
more than he'd expected.
“A month ago we were looking at 4 percent,” he said. “When it became clear that
the CPE was going to come in around 5
percent or a combination 8 percent, and
after talking with board members, we felt
like we could minimize the budget cuts
the campus is facing by getting closer to
the 5 percent cap. We didn’t want to go all
the way to the cap, but we got close. It allowed us to do the increase and minimize
the extent of the cuts felt on campus.”
By the CPE's guidelines, the most tuition
would increase for WKU students in the Fall
2015 semester would be 3.1 percent.
The budget also includes a 1 percent
living adjustment for school employees,
increased university contribution to faculty/staff health insurance, and over $4.2
million in additional funding for financial aid.
“This budget also addresses some $5
million in budget deficits,” Ransdell's

tion with Johnson, the pool would be
deserted dream.
It’s those relationships that kept Powell away from complacency as WKU’s
swimming and diving coach for 36 years.
It was a connection to WKU from St.
Joseph in 1969.
“There was a man on Western’s (physical education) staff that was originally
from St. (Joseph) Michigan, which
is where I was coaching at the time,”
Powell said. “I didn’t know him but he
still got the newspaper from St. Joe’s
and read about the success we had
been having. When he found out WKU
was starting a team, he suggested me.”
Powell got a call from Athletic Director Ted Hornback, who decided between two candidates among a stack
of applications. It came down to Powell
and the swim coach at Kansas, a school
that was cutting its swim program.
The Kansas coach also happened to
be Powell’s former high school swim
coach.
“The boss pointed at a stack of papers,” Powell said. “He said, ‘I got a
stack of applications this high, but if
you say yes I won’t even open them,’ So,
I said yes and I’ve been here ever since.”
There were expected growing pains
that come with starting a program from
scratch. Though, this was no new test for
Powell. It wasn’t the first swimming program he had built from the ground up.
Powell coached at St. Joseph’s High
School for nine years, building their
program from scratch before coming
to WKU and was named the Michigan
High School Coach of the Year in 1968.
Powell’s arrival time at WKU wasn’t
ideal as far as recruiting, so he once
again used his connections.
“I sent out a letter to all (the coaches
in Michigan) that said I’m starting a
program, and if they had any swimmers that weren’t going to make it at
any other college, then to send them
down to me.
“All of a sudden I had all these kids
coming up to me saying they wanted to
be on the swim team.”
In Powell’s first year as swim coach,
only one swimmer had ever competed
in a swim meet. WKU went 3-4 in his

Powell gains his ﬁrst
of 10 collegiate coach
of the year awards

email said. “$1.1 million of the budget
shortfall will be addressed through the
privatization of our Health Center and
some cost savings in executive level salaries on the Administrative Council.”
Ransdell will present the information
to the Board of Regents to approve the
tuition increase and overall budget on
June 27. He said he constantly kept in
contact with the Board through the fiscal
planning process, and the Board won't
run into any surprises in the budget at
their next meeting.
“I believe it will be well-received,” he
said. “We've maintained good communication with the Board over the last several
months. We’ve kept them informed just as
we’ve been keeping the rest of the campus
informed on these decisions.”
Since the 2007-08 fiscal year, Kentucky
universities have seen a 15.5 percent cut
in money from the state totaling $168
million, according to the CPE. Despite
the cuts, enrollment throughout the
state grew 8.5 percent in that same period.
“Since I’ve been on the Council, the
universities have been cut by the state
every year,” Council chair Pam Miller
said in Tuesday's meeting. “And every
year, we have asked them to do more…
It’s admirable that our campuses continue to maintain exceptional quality and
service to students.”

After 29 years, Powell records his ﬁrst
undefeated season

GUN

first year.
“We weren’t very good,” Powell said.
Fast forward 36 years when Powell
retired as head coach in April 2005,
Powell registered a staggering 425 wins,
a mark at the time that ranked as the
second-highest win total ever in NCAA
D-I men’s swimming.
Nine years since giving up the title,
Powell remains in contact with many
of his former swimmers, saying there’s
not a swimmer he’s ever forgotten.
“I was talking on the phone a couple
weeks ago with a swimmer I hadn’t
seen in at least 30 years and we were
just chatting it up like old times,” Powell said. “I love being able to make connections like that.”
Whether it is his shear number of
wins, his love for the sport, the athletes
or dedication to a program that competes in the Bill Powell Natatorium, his
lasting impression on everyone is what
wakes him up every day.
“Western Kentucky swimming has
been mine and my family’s life,” Powell
said. “It’s meant everything.”

Closing Laps
A sign directly adjacent to the clock
in the Bill Powell Natatorium reads a
quote from legendary NFL coach Vince
Lombardi saying, “The difference between a successful person and others is
not lack of strength, not lack of knowledge, but a lack of will.”
Aerosmith’s Dream On plays over the
speakers as well as other music from
decades past.
“We don’t normally play songs like
this,” former swimmer Adam Mayer
says as Powell prepares for his swim.
Lincoln, Ill. Sophomore Brennan Elsas has the honor this year of keeping
Powell’s time on a handheld stopwatch.
Powell treads water conducting
breathing exercises before he completes what one swimmer called a
“sprint” for the legend.
“This is nothing for him,” Mayer said.
“This is like a sprint for him.”
Powell knows what he is about to do
is cake.
“Is it 77 or seven?” he jokes before he
takes off into his escape.
He thinks back at the times when
swimming was almost not an option.
He won’t admit it, and he won’t let his
emotions show it.
Powell recalls times when his spinal injury got the best of him, and his
neighbor, Thomas Noser, would assist
him into his home.
“I never noticed a change in his spirits,” Noser said. “He has always been an
upbeat kind of guy and I don’t think he
ever let that get away from him.”
At 1650 meters, the equivalent of one
mile, the clock reads 28:00.56, another
mile under 30 minutes.
On this day, he takes his time. He said
he would have sprinted the last 50 laps
if he could to beat that time.
With under 10 laps remaining, more
swimmers had filed in to congratulate
the man who is the reason they can
stand and do such.
When 32:53 hit the clock, and 77 laps
were completed, he once again proved
that his youth trails his age, and that age
is only a number in the life of Bill Powell.
“Next year is 78.”

WKU names
natatorium in honor
of Bill Powell

Powell retires as head
coach after 36 years of
service to WKU

describing him quietly, and I was
describing him really quietly into
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
my phone,” she said.
“I was kind of really scared for a
the guy was yelling ‘you don't want
minute because he was right benone of what I’ve got' or something
hind us and I couldn’t see him.”
like that.”
What appeared to be an underWith his backpack in front of him,
cover cop in a police sweatshirt
Dearborn reached around
pulled onto the curb and beinto it.
gan to pursue Dearborn, who
“We were wondering if
in turn began to run toward
maybe it was drug deal
Centennial Mall before taking a
gone wrong or something,”
right towards Preston Center.
she said. “We were sitting
“They caught him right at the
there watching him, debatsteps beside DSU,” she said. “He
ing whether or not to call
the police when we saw the DEARBORN wasn't running very fast, he was
trying to hold his pants up.”
gun.”
Students did not receive a emerHanson said once they saw him
pull out the gun in the crowded area gency text alert about the event due
they were afraid, and a couple of to quickness in which Dearborn
was arrested.
people stood up and walked away.
Skipper said that it took under five
“I was kind of frozen because he
was walking around kind of spo- minutes from when the 911 call was
radically,” she said. “He was walking placed until police placed Dearborn
behind us and walking back over under arrest.
As of Wednesday afternoon, Dear(along the pavilion).”
At one point, Dearborn ended up born is being held at the Warren
County Jail, according to Skipper.
directly behind Hanson.
“When I was calling the police,
Visit wkuherald.com for crime rehe walked right behind us and my
friend was watching behind me and ports and an interactive crime map.
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THE REEL

Five films to induce finals procrastination

BY BEN CONNIFF
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

Finals week is rapidly approaching.
That means it’s time to procrastinate
with a little Netflix time. The number of
fine selections available this year could
make short work of available study
hours, so be sure to manage your priorities responsibly.

“Trading Places”
This 1983 comedy classic from John
Landis features riotous performances
from Dan Aykroyd and Eddie Murphy,
who appears in a breakout motion picture role. Louis Winthorpe (Aykroyd)

becomes the guinea pig in a wager
with his employers over whether one’s
success in life depends on their environment or their heredity. When Winthorpe bumps into Billy Ray Valentine
(Murphy), a common street hustler,
he has Valentine arrested for attempting to rob him. Eventually, Winthorpe’s
employers switch the men’s roles with
Valentine taking a job as a commodities broker and Winthorpe losing everything.
You’ll be “lookin’ good” and “feelin’
good” after watching the hilarious
“Trading Places”!
“Ali”
All my Louisvillians should appreciate this biopic about boxing legend
Muhammad Ali, with Will Smith in an
Oscar-nominated performance. Aside
from intense depictions of boxing action, director Michael Mann also fares
well to focus on the sociopolitical climate of the day, with the Civil Rights
Movement and fallout from Ali’s resistance to enter the Vietnam draft heightening the tension. With a runtime just

over 2.5 hours, the film’s biggest drawback is its bloated length.
If you’re in the mood for something
shorter, the entire “Rocky” series is also
available on Netflix.
“20 Feet from Stardom”
We always give all the credit to the
superstars of popular music, but our
biggest idols would be nothing without
the people harmonizing with them just
behind the spotlight. This film profiles
different backup singers from The Rolling Stones and Sting to Michael Jackson and Josh Groban. “20 Feet from
Stardom” successfully accomplishes
what it sets out to do – bring these lesser-known talents into the spotlight so
that their stories and talents can gain
the attention they deserve. The film
won an Oscar for Best Documentary
Feature.
Lots of other riveting documentaries
are available as well, including “Blackfish,” “Jiro Dreams of Sushi,” “The Act
of Killing,” “The Lady in Number 6”
and “Room 237.”

“Dirty Dancing”
The 80s favorite starring Patrick
Swayze and Jennifer Grey is now
streaming on Netflix. If you’re really unfamiliar with the story, it’s about a girl
named Baby who falls in love with her
summer camp’s dance instructor, Johnny Castle. When he returns to rescue
Baby from her corner, Swayze makes
the audience fall in love with him too.
The “big move” is unforgettable.
If you want some more 80s teen fun,
“Say Anything,” “Ferris Bueller’s Day
Off,” “The Breakfast Club” and “Pretty
in Pink” are also available.
“Skyfall”
Director Sam Mendes brings Agent
007 even further into the post-“Dark
Knight” blockbuster landscape with
“Skyfall” — the grittiest, grimmest
Bond tale to date. Carefully-staged action sequences and a reverent affinity
for all things classic Bond make this the
finest film of the Daniel Craig era.
Other major blockbuster selections
include “Marvel’s The Avengers” and
Sam Raimi’s “Spider-Man.”

THE REMOTE

HBO’s ‘Veep’ continues to find its identity amid stand-out writing
BY RYAN PAIT
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

The last time I reviewed HBO’s political
comedy “Veep,” I had
to describe it in terms of
other shows.
When a show is still
in its early days, it can
be somewhat hard to
RYAN PAIT see where it’s going and
COLUMNIST what it will become.
Back in the day, “Veep” often looked
and felt like a very cynical version of
NBC’s sunny “Parks and Recreation.”
The show’s first season was good,
with huge glimmers of potential. Its
second season delivered on that potential, with standout episodes like “Helsinki” and “Running.”
With its first handful of episodes of
its third season, though, it’s clear that

“Veep” has truly come into its own.
While only four episodes have aired so
far this season, all four have been hilarious.
Part of what’s made the third season
great is the level of ease and effortlessness that the show’s operating with now.
“Veep” has a great ensemble cast
that’s grown tremendously strong during the show’s run, and the writing for
this season has put its cast and characters into new situations.
The creative decision in season two
to have Vice-President Selina Meyer
(Julia Louis-Dreyfus) run for president
has also uncovered a wellspring of fresh
ideas for the show to cover.
Much of the third season has taken
place on the road as Selina begins canvassing and campaigning for the presidential race.
“Veep” can sometimes feel constrained to the confines of Selina’s of-

fice. This was especially true during
its first season. Seeing Selina and her
cohorts outside the context of said office offers up all kinds of new comedic
opportunities, and “Veep” has been
knocking them out of the park.
One of the best parts of “Veep” is its
writing and tone. It might be one of the
most unsentimental shows on television, but that’s absolutely working in
its favor. The weapons-grade, rapid-fire
putdowns the characters deliver to one
another are devastatingly funny and different from any other show on the air.
The show’s greatest weapon, of
course, is still Julia Louis-Dreyfus, who’s
won two consecutive Emmys for her
role as Selina. Selina is a character that
could easily be overdone or obnoxious,
but Louis-Dreyfus’s killer comedic sensibilities and the show’s stellar writing
keep her in check.
Louis-Dreyfus is also a master of ex-

tremes, excelling at broad physical
comedy and tiny character nuances
that make Selina seem real. Whether
it’s falling out of a desk chair or making
the tiniest of movements with her eyes,
she’s always hilarious.
Selena’s bid for the presidency has
also opened up a new side to her character. As the veep, she felt largely sidelined and powerless.
But with her gunning for the top spot,
there’s something savvier and more
thoughtful about her.
I wouldn’t ever accuse her of having a
heart, but it might be something similar. A conscience, maybe?
Either way, she’s got my vote, and so
does “Veep.”
Season 3 Grade: A
“Veep” airs Sundays at 10:30/9:30C
on HBO. Previous seasons are available
on DVD, Blu-Ray, HBOGo, iTunes, Amazon Prime and On Demand.

DRY CLEAN ONLY

Mean Girls celebrates a fetch tenth anniversary

BY KAE HOLLOWAY
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

Let me tell you something about
“Mean Girls.” It was the best movie of
2004. I know, right? It's so fetch. I don't
even... Whatever. So then on Wednesday,
so many people wore pink and everyone
else like weirdly didn't get it. Like, we
were all wearing pink and saying fetch,
and they'd be like “why do you like Mean
Girls so much?" And I'd be like "Why are
you so obsessed with me?”
Sorry, Regina, but fetch definitely
happened on April 30. The day marked
the 10th anniversary of the early 2000's
classic, “Mean Girls.” With an all-star
cast including Tina Fey, Amy Poehler,
Lindsay Lohan and Rachel McAdams,
the movie has become a staple of our
generation.
This was our “Heathers,” with “Mean
Girls” director Mark Waters taking clues

from his brother's 1988 Winona Ryder
classic. “Mean Girls” depicted high
school hierarchy with vicious scheming, backstabbing and lots of pink.
But not as much murder as its late 80s
counterpart.
Stars of this film have experienced
varying levels of successes since “Mean
Girls.” McAdams went on to star in the
romance movie of the decade: “The
Notebook.” Lohan has had her ups
and downs since her Cady Heron days,
now staring in her own show for OWN.
Poehler and Fey have both gone to
play lead roles in their own respective
comedy shows for NBC. Fey starred for
seven seasons as the iconic Liz Lemon
in “30 Rock.” Poehler became the hardworking, park loving Leslie Knope in
“Parks and Recreation.”
Now, since this is being published after the internationally celebrated Day
of Mean Girls, I can only hope that true
tribute was played to the Plastics and
everyone wore pink. but if not, there's
still plenty of days to dress like you belong at North Shore. Just make sure you
know where to sit in the lunch room.
Cady Heron
Cady's style evolves as much as her
character does throughout the movie.
Starting off as an unassuming, innocent
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girl from Africa wearing frumpy, ill-fitting tops and her mother's handmade
bracelet, she transforms into a less hot
glamazon version of Regina, finishing
out the movie with a more toned down
look that's entirely her own.
Dressing like this regulation hottie is
all dependent upon which part of her
story you’re going for. Overall, though,
if you're wanting a little Cady in your
wardrobe, invest in cardigans, the color
red, a good pair of jeans and at least
one good mini skirt (hey, you know
she didn’t get rid of ALL those Plastic
clothes at the end of the movie)
The Greatest People You Will Ever
Meet
Damien and Janis stay true to themselves and their style throughout the
movie. Damien dons basic button ups,
graphic tees and jeans for most of the
movie, excluding his fabulous all purple tux for prom.
Janis' style is a combination of early
90s grunge and a little bit of goth. Her
heavy eye make-up, dyed black hair
and ripped, layered graphic tees classify her character as one who isn't afraid
to be herself.
Dressing like her is simple: wear lots
of black, rip up your Nirvana tee a little
bit and rock a pair of high top Chucks.
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Disclaimer: if you're wearing a Nirvana
shirt, make sure you know more Nirvana
songs than just "Smells like Teen Spirit."
And the worst: The Plastics
While all the Plastics dress similarly,
each adds her own unique flair to the
standard Plastics uniform.
Regina George always has a little bit
of an edge to her outfit. While her minions Gretchen and Karen are sticking to
preppier, pastel outfits, the queen bee
contrasts with dark pieces and that signature leather skirt.
Embody the most flawless diva to walk
the North Shore halls by doing the same.
Spice up your lightly colored tops with a
leather skirt and some fun kitten heels.
As far as the other two are concerned,
tap into your preppier side and invest
in school girl skirts, pink sweaters and
lots of pleats.
Most importantly, however, dress in
the way that makes you have the confidence of a Plastic with the individuality
of an “art freak.” Don't wear army pants
and flip flops just because someone
wore it.
Be fetch, wear pink on Wednesdays
and continue spreading the love of this
movie. The limit for quoting this movie
does not exist.

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.

WKUHERALD.COM

A5

MAY 1, 2014

THE FUN PAGE
36 Hand-holding
group dances
39 Sacred synagogue
cabinets
41 Muse of poetry
43 Forum robe
44 Rahm Emanuel,
vis-à-vis Chicago
46 Felipe or Matty of
baseball
47 Outdated PC
monitor
48 Curly tormentor
49 December drop-in
51 __ to the city
52 Bee bites
55 One in the game
57 Curved part
58 Feverish
60 In need of
sharpening
61 Round-bottomed
cooker
62 Overeating bird
tempting Sylvester?
67 Eden outcast
68 Spooky
69 “Sesame Street”
roommate
70 “L.A. Law” co-star
Susan
71 Sports page data
72 Sporty sunroofs
ACROSS
1 Parking lot
attendant
6 False friends
11 Brillo competitor
14 St. Teresa’s home
15 Just beginning to
learn

16 Demolition need
17 High-maintenance
Gonzales?
19 Native Nebraskan
20 Power co. service
21 Pitcher Maglie
22 Dove call
23 Off-the-cuff stuff

26 Took a chance on
28 Cinque e uno
29 Naps, say
33 Versatile bean
34 Fond du __,
Wisconsin
35 Like a blue moon,
in old Rome

nowadays, briefly
7 “I __ what you did
there”
8 Meadow moms
9 Storm-tracking
device
10 In vogue
11 Bullwinkle pal
who’s been working
out?
12 En pointe, in ballet
13 Waited in line, say
18 Harsh
23 Muslim religion
24 Stiller’s partner
25 Fussy Disney
mouse?
27 Smudge on
49-Across’s suit
30 Poet Teasdale et al.
31 Refrain syllables
32 Kept under wraps
37 Shake hands (on)
38 Mythical man-goat
40 “It won’t be long”

42 Yield
45 Periods of power
50 Way off base
52 Cut, as logs
53 Valuable stash
54 Driving hazard
56 Bright-eyed
59 Actress __ Flynn
Boyle
60 Salon supplies
63 __ for tat
64 Record producer
Brian
65 Gratuity
66 “Right!”

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

DOWN
1 Airport shuttle, often
2 Many a Monopoly
prop.
3 More than a fib
4 Respected village
figure
5 President after Polk
6 Like “stewardess”

jklh

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED
Liquor Store part-time associate. High-energy, honest,
and hardworking. Good with customers. Able to lift up to
70 lbs. Nights, weekends, holidays. Must be 21. Starting
$8.00/hour. Resume to:
Sales, PO BOX 51513, Bowling Green, KY. 42102.
Beautiful "Penthouse" apartment at 1319 State Street for
lease. 1 block from WKU, 5 blocks from Fountain Square.
1800 sq. ft. one bedroom, large living area, central heat and
air, washer and dryer. Private entrance with elevator. Utilities included. $895 per month.
Call (270)-904-3501 for appointment.
City of Bowling Green
RECREATION STAFF ASSISTANT II
Parks & Recreation
Plans, organizes, and leads various indoor and outdoor
recreational activities, maintains attendance and activity
reports; assists with budget preparation. Inspects recreation
facilities and equipment. High School Diploma (or GED)
with at least six months experience in recreation, athletics, or
related area. Must be able to obtain CPR and First Aid
certifications. $8.51/hr plus sick, vacation, and holiday leave;
25 hours/week; (40 hours/week during June and July).
Weekend work required.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment
application from the Human Resources Department in City
Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our website
at www.bgky.org. Application deadline: 4:00 p.m., Friday,
May 16, 2014. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal
Opportunity Employer and a Certified Drug-Free Workplace.

ONLY 2
ISSUES LEFT!
PLACE A
CLASSIFIED TODAY!

HELP WANTED
DENTAL ASSSISTANT NEEDED:
3 days a week. Ideal for someone interested in medical/dental
field. Experience not necessary but being a team player with a
great attitude is a must! Email resume to:
bgipid@gmail.com
Hiring part-time dental hygienist.
Submit resumes to 1721 31-W Bypass,
Bowling Green, KY 42101.
2014 Graduates encouraged to apply.

Rafferty's of Bowling Green is hiring Servers!
Apply in person Monday thru Friday
between 2pm and 4pm.
1939 Scottsville Road
Top Dollar Potential Earnings!
Great Working Atmosphere!

City of Bowling Green
GREENSKEEPER 1
Parks & Recreation - Golf Division
GREENSKEEPER 1- Operates riding and push mowers,
weedeats, and trims grass at CrossWinds, or Paul Walker
Golf Course; assist in general maintenance of the course. 40
+ hours/week, Monday - Friday (March - November) 5:30 am
- 2:00 pm.; weekend work required. Starting Salary: $8.82.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment
application from the Human Resources Department in City
Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our website
at www.bgky.org.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and a Certified Drug-Free Workplace.

Classified Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards

advertising@wkuherald.com

HELP WANTED
Exciting Opportunity
Must enjoy working with customers one on one. Working
weekends required. Hourly wage plus commissions. Email
resume to nhook@poolandspadepot.com
Call Pool & Spa Depot at
270-782-1119 or stop by the store at 1830 Wallace Court,
Bowling Green, KY

City of Bowling Green
PARK RANGER
Parks & Recreation Department
Patrols parks and recreation facilities by vehicle and
on foot, opens and locks gates, monitors participants to
and from vehicles, inspects facilities during and after
usage hours, ensures that rules and regulations are followed, handles complaints from participants and visitors,
takes appropriate action for offenders, deters
inappropriate conduct and contacts Police if needed.
Possess High School diploma or GED, related security
experience preferred. Must possess valid KY driver's
license and good driving record. Ability to work on one's
own, show initiative to complete duties and maintain
daily work schedule, handle and take control of tense
situations that require calming participants or offenders,
and removing disruptive policy violators from public
facilities.
Pay Rate: 12.79/hr; Hours: 18-20 hours/week.
Varying schedule, primarily evenings and weekends. See
www.bgky.org/jobs for details on work schedule
Interested applicants should obtain an employment
application from the Human Resources Department in City
Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our
website at www.bgky.org. Application deadline: 4:00 p.m.,
May 16, 2014.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Certified Drug-Free
Workplace.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
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Crimes remain steady on campus
BY JACKSON FRENCH NEWS@
WKUHERALD.COM

Though the semester is still not over,
crime rates on campus seem to have
changed very little from the rates seen
in fall 2013.
Captain Dominic Ossello of the WKU
Police Department said the crime rate
does not seem to have changed substantially since last semester and that
the most pervasive crime he’s seen this
semester has been theft.
“The main thing that we’ve been
trying to curb is residential theft,” he
said. “Thefts from dorm rooms, students leaving their doors unlocked
and someone coming in and taking
from their room when they’re not
there.”
He said during MASTER Plan, WKUPD teaches students how to prevent
residential thefts.
“I know that’s one of the easiest and
most avoidable crimes so that’s where I
focus,” Ossello said.
Despite its prevalence, reports of theft
are down from last semester.
So far there have been 32 reports of
theft and burglary this semester, five
fewer cases than in fall 2013.
Arrests for public intoxication have
been on the decline. While last semester, there were 22 arrests for alcohol intoxication in a public place, this semester there have been 16.
“What I’d really attribute that to is…
you’re going to have a whole lot more
sporting events, you’re going to have
a lot more opportunities for students
to become over-intoxicated while on
campus,” he said.
Ossello also said that during the cold
winter months, students are less likely

to wander around outside while under
the influence.
“I’d say if you went back another year
and looked at last year’s stats for both
semesters, you would see that trend
over and over again,” he said.
There have been markedly fewer assaults this semester, which Ossello
said can also partly be attributed to the
colder weather.
Since last semester, drug arrests have
gone up while drug citations have gone
down.
Ossello explained that multiple factors go into determining whether
someone caught with drugs will face
an arrest or a citation.
“If it’s a possession of marijuana
and it’s under a certain amount, then
it’s more of a citation. If you’re looking at something where they’ve got
multiple charges, multiple different
infractions and a larger amount of
drugs, then you’re going to have an
arrest. It’s really up to the officer’s
discretion.”
He said WKUPD will generally try
to keep students out of the jail system
if it is a first offense and the student is
caught with a small amount of drugs.
There were four arrests and eight
citations for drug-related crimes last
semester while this semester has seen
eight arrests and five citations.
Both arrest totals include one arrest
for drug trafficking.
Warrant arrests rose dramatically this
semester, more than doubling since fall
2013. Last semester there were seven
warrant arrests but spring 2014 has
seen 16 such arrests so far.
Ossello said there has been a rise in
warrant arrests since the introduction
of KYops, the computer system WK-
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UPD uses.
“You might have seen a little bit of an
uptick (in warrant arrests) in the last,
let’s say three years,” he said.
“Before that it was all hand copies

so you had to contact the agency,” Ossello said. “With it going to KYops, now
its electronic and now all officers have
warrant access from all the counties
and all the states.”

Professors discuss sharks in NOVA shark series
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Though the fear of sharks is not abnormal, it may be superfluous. WKU
biology professor Steve Huskey has
spent almost 20 years researching fish
bites and made debunking the extreme
fear of sharks a target.
“Our goal was to provide some scientific background to shark behaviors
and their biting abilities to refute some
of the misconceptions about why
sharks occasionally bite people,” Huskey said.
He and engineering professor Chris
Byrne will appear in an upcoming
episode of NOVA titled “Why Sharks
Attack.” The show will focus on falsifying myths surrounding sharks and
their eating habits. One of which is
whether sharks know or care what
they are eating.
After 450 million years of evolution,
sharks developed senses far greater
than humans. This resulted in an ability for the fishes’ teeth to sensor the
world around them, including their
food, Huskey said.
“We [humans] immediately provide
some feedback to the shark through
their teeth that tells them this is not
their typical prey,” he said. “They don’t
like us.”
The professors’ were filmed testing
the bite force of shark teeth on materials such as a surfboard, meat and a cow
bone. The objective was to see how easy
it was to press the teeth into the items,
measuring how much force is needed
for shark teeth to penetrate them.

Huskey is the expert on fish bites, and
the anatomy and morphology behind
it; while Byrne provided the laboratory
and the expertise on testing materials
for failure, the latter said.
“I think it’s fair to say he and I were
amazed how easily the teeth glided
through the composite on the surface of the surfboard,” Byrne said. “I
was very surprised at the few pounds
– maybe 50 – it took to penetrate that,
and that’s just one tooth.”
Huskey has appeared on and hosted
shows multiple times prior to NOVA.
One of the producers of NOVA worked
with him on a National Geographic
show and contacted him for his fish
bite expertise.
Several producers came to WKU last
July to film the tests in engineering
labs. Huskey and Byrne mounted teeth
from Great White, Bull and Tiger sharks
and put them in a materials testing machine. The tests provided values of the
amount of force it took for the teeth to
puncture the materials.
Byrne also used a microscope to
analyze the teeth, which showed serrations upon serrations along the edges. This makes the tooth like a sharp
knife, and combined with a shark’s
head slinging motion, it allows the
teeth to saw through materials, Huskey said.
The force, however, is not to be compared with the shark’s senses surrounding his food. Great Whites, though they
are not the number one human attacks, are especially feared due to their
size and hunting methods.
“They’re just this image of death in

oceans, when in reality there aren’t a
whole lot of people that die annually
from Great White attacks,” Huskey said.
Though this particular episode will
only feature a segment of Huskey’s work,
NOVA’s focus on science will allow him

to use the show to educate the country.
“Hopefully we contributed in a way
that helps people understand what
sharks are all about and why they
shouldn’t be persecuted like they are,”
Huskey said.
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Communication class uses $100 solution program
BY BRITTANY ELDRIDGE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU students are interacting with
the community through a service
learning program called the $100 solution.
The program uses course objectives
and service learning to allow students
to take a $100 bill and then develop a
plan that will enable them to raise the
quality of life for others.
It is meant to teach students to look
into the community to see what they
can do to solve some existing social
problems with a small amount of
money or just thinking outside the
box.
Jennifer Mize Smith, associate professor in the Department of Communica-

Haley Miller, Brownsville senior

This project allows us to leave the classroom and lectures
and lets us try out what we have been learning. At the

end you have actually accomplished something.
Instead of scenarios explaining real life, you get to
work in real life.”
tion, currently uses the $100 solution in
one of her classes.
She said it makes students ask what
they can do for others and challenges
them to learn about organizations in
the community.
“I use the $100 solution in my class
because it helps students to apply

small group concepts,” Smith said.
“But it also helps them to become better citizens. They operate on little time
and little money.”
A group of students in her class are
currently completing a project for the
Hope House, a local non-profit organization, which helps with crisis relief for

people in the community.
The group’s project consisted of
staining lumber and using it to build
a bookshelf, which would house class
materials for the Hope House, as well
as, painting two rooms.
Brownsville senior Haley Miller, a student volunteer for Hope House, said
that this will benefit them in the future
because they are learning how to communicate with partners in the community and in small groups.
“This project allows us to leave the
classroom and lectures and lets us try
out what we have been learning,” Miller said. “At the end you have actually
accomplished something. Instead of
scenarios explaining real life, you get to
work in real life.”
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Abracadabra!
Photos by Luke Franke

Associate professor Tracey Moore (right) demonstrates a scene for Greenville senior Oliver Pierce. Pierce plays young Avi, a magician in the show. The
show, “As We Lie Still” debuts Monday, May 5th, in Russell Miller Theatre.

Greenville senior Oliver Pierce performs a magic trick while practicing for the
upcoming play “As We Lie Still.”

Associate professor Tracey Moore runs lines for the upcoming play “As We Lie Still”
with members of the cast.

Greenville senior Oliver Pierce, Powderly senior Eric Schmidt, and St. Petersburg, Fla., junior Amy Weaver practice for their upcoming play, “As We Lie Still,”in Gordon Wilson
Hall.
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Bowling Green native Brittany LaRue developed vitiligo when she was in high school. Vitiligo is a loss of pigment in the skin, which follows the destruction of
pigment-forming cells known as melanocytes. LaRue said she does't mind people asking her about her skin because she would rather people be educated
about vitiligo. TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

A THICK SKIN

Woman finds identity‚ comfort in skin condition
BY JACOB PARKER
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
While in the process of packing
to move to a new house last August,
Brittany LaRue ran across a decade-old photograph from her high
school graduation. In it, LaRue held
her cousin and stood by her best
friend. Upon remembering the feeling that accompanied this memory,
LaRue burst into tears and decided
to return to a happier place.
A few months after that photograph had been taken, LaRue noticed the first sign of a condition she
would most likely face the rest of her
life.
At the time, LaRue wasn't aware
the pale spot on the back of her neck
was vitiligo, and she assumed it was
a small burn from a perm she had
recently gotten. After 18 years with
no sign of problems and no family members with the condition, a

Brittany LaRue, Bowling Green native

I spent about $300 on make-up and I don’t
even wear make-up....You’re gullible to
everything. You just want to be how you were.”
small spot wasn't too disconcerting.
The spot only grew a small
amount over the next couple of
years, but once it grew bigger
LaRue decided it was time to have
it checked out. Although the biopsy
results came back as something different, her doctor realized it was vitiligo.
“He used the example, ‘That's
what Michael Jackson has,’ and I'm
like, ‘Well, oh, Michael Jackson is
white now so I don't know what it
is,” LaRue laughed.
Besides Jackson, there wasn't

much public awareness concerning
the rare condition, but upon learning she had it LaRue began to do
her research. With unknown direct
causes, the depigmentation of different areas of skin could have been
triggered by a variety of internal or
external factors.
It can be influenced hereditarily or by mental health such as increased stress, or even the diet of
the individual. Due to the unknown
nature of the condition, even now
there is still no universal cure.
When LaRue's first two doctors

told her they were unable to help,
she found other ways to go about
her day as the pale spots began to
style themselves around her neck.
“I used to go to this store downtown and I would get these hemp
necklaces and put them on (to) cover it up,” she said. “If I was at work it
didn't matter because it wasn't on
my hands then, it was just around
the front of my neck in little spots.”
As the little spots on her neck
grew bigger, LaRue attempted to
find alternative methods.
“I spent about $300 on some
make-up and I don't even wear
make-up,” LaRue said, adding that
she at least received a refund when
it didn't work.
“A lot of those treatments are very
expensive. When people are like I
was at the time — kind of upset they
have it and it's still new — (you're)
gullible to everything,” she said.
SEE VITILIGO PAGE B3

WKU Before Broadway series presents ‘As We Lie Still’

St. Petersburg, Fla., junior Amy Weaver rehearses a scene from the WKU Theatre & Dance Department's upcoming play, "As We Lie Still." The show opens Monday, May 5, in the Russell Miller Theatre, and is part of the program's Before Broadway Series. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD

BY KRISTINA BURTON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
The Before Broadway series
at WKU is presenting a new musical that showcases themes of
magic, love, life and death.
Performances of “As We Lie
Still,” book by Patrick Emile
and Olivia de Guzman Emile,
and music and lyrics by Patrick
Emile, feature actors and singers from the WKU Theatre &
Music Departments.
Greenville senior Oliver
Pierce said “As We Lie Still” is all
about a magician.
“You see him in young and
old form,” Pierce said. “It’s a telling of his life and the encounters he has with a girl. There are
scenes that take place when he’s
older and in the hospital, recalling his youth. It deals with this
world and the afterworld. It’s an
interesting piece.”
Pierce plays the younger version of the magician.
“He’s arrogant and egotisti-

cal, but loving,” Pierce said.
Amy Weaver, a junior from
St. Petersburg, Fla., plays the
magician’s assistant.
“She has a daughter, so
that’s kind of her main priority,”
Weaver said. “But some things
happen between her and the
magician, so you see the progression of those two. There’s a
few twists.”
Pierce said the magician
needs his assistant in order to
do “an awesome trick that’s also
dangerous.”
“It can only be done with
her,” Pierce said. “She’s very important.
Nashville junior Caleb Pless
plays the protector of a purgatory world.
“Everyone
who
comes
through to meet him ends up
leaving to go to heaven or hell,
but he has to stay in purgatory
for the rest of his life,” Pless said.
“He longs to make a connection
with somebody and have a
SEE PLAY PAGE B3

B2

MAY 1, 2014

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

WKUHERALD.COM

B3

MAY 1, 2014

Dietitian alumna gets taste of success
BY AARON MUDD
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Since graduating from WKU
in 2009, dietitian Kaitlin Harrison has tasted success. The
director of nutrition services at
Twin Lakes Regional Medical
Center in Leitchfield was recently named 2014’s Kentucky
Young Dietitian of the Year.
Despite success in her career
as a dietitian, the Morgantown
resident is still connected to
the Hill. This year Harrison
hosted her first intern from
WKU, an experience she felt
was rewarding.
“It was good to have a student in the building,” Harrison
said. “It was a good relationship, and I look forward to
working with Western in the
future.”

The internship gave Cincinnati graduate student Melissa
Mayo a boost in confidence
and experience working with
patients. Mayo said she appreciated the opportunity.
“We have learned all of what
we needed to know in undergrad,” she said, “but it was the
first chance I ever really got to
apply it.”
At Twin Lakes, Mayo assisted
Harrison with various projects such as the "Fit 4 Fun"
program. The program offers
monthly counseling to kids
who are overweight for their
age. Toward the end of her internship, Harrison said that
Mayo took over the counseling
under her supervision.
“It was a really good experience for her because, in this
setting, we’re a small rural hos-

Kaitlin Harrison, dietitian

Take some chances.
It may not be your
ideal first job‚ but...
it’s good experience‚
and you can at least
get your feet wet.”
pital so we don’t see a lot of pediatric patients,” she said. “But
it was good that she was able
to see that population as well.”
Mayo especially enjoyed
working on a luncheon that
took MyPlate as its theme. MyPlate is a visual graphic which
demonstrates healthy portions of food groups, such as
fruits, vegetables, grains, dairy
products and proteins.

“It’s very kid friendly,” she
said. “But it’s good for any age.”
Keeping an open mind was
something Mayo said helped
her in her internship. Fixating
on one desired preference is
something she warned about.
“If you have something that
you’re really set on and you’re
not really focusing on anything else then you don’t really
get as much experience out
of the internship,” Mayo said.
“My advice simply would just
be keep an open mind and
study hard.”
That experience, Harrison
said, is something employers
look for. She encouraged students to volunteer in nursing
homes during school breaks
and after school.
When Twin Lakes chief operating officer Deneace Clem-

ons hired Harrison, she looked
at her experience. Before assuming her current position at
Twin Lakes, Clemons worked
as a dietitian herself.
“You have to remember that
when you bring a dietitian in
there’s just one of you,” she
said. “So when there’s an individual that you’re the only one
with the expertise you’ve got to
be able to communicate well
with others.”
Twin Lakes employs 500 individuals. Harrison encouraged students to be flexible
when looking for that first job
out of college.
“Take some chances,” she
said. "It may not be your ideal
first job, but it doesn’t have to
be the job you stick with forever. It’s good experience, and you
can at least get your feet wet.”

Student launches online fashion magazine
BY LEAH BROWN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Amid a slew of fashion columns and blog posts, a WKU
student is throwing her hat
into the ring with a new magazine and an event looking to
stylishly give back to the community.
Between majoring in journalism and playing on WKU’s
tennis team, Monta Reinfelde
manages her own magazine.
In order to help promote
her publication, MAG, and to
help a good cause, Reinfelde
will be hosting a consignment
sale on campus. The sale will
be tomorrow at the Faculty
House from 10 am to 2 pm. It
will be a fancy version of a flea

VITILIGO
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“You just want to be how
you were‚” she said.
The third-time charm
seemed to work for LaRue
when she went to another
doctor in Nashville. From
there, LaRue would apply a
cream on the spots and receive ten minutes of sunlight
a day for six months. When
two rounds and two different
creams didn't have any effect
on her skin, she was referred
to a specialist (who in turn instantly referred her to a more
well-versed specialist) that
dealt with light therapy.
In some cases of vitiligo,
light therapy has been shown
useful with use of high-powered narrow band UVB rays,
the opposite of the UVA rays
used in some tanning beds.
After set periods of time in
the stand-up booth, the lights
"reactivate" the pigment in
the pale spots. On her first
trip to receive the therapy,
LaRue was excited the entire
drive.
What is it? What's it going to
do? These were the questions
that she asked herself when
she closed the door, surrounding herself with bulbs as tall as

PLAY
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friend or someone to talk to,
but he can’t get that because
his job requires him to move
people on.”
Pless thinks it’s cool to be
playing such a deep, emotional character.
“I haven’t played anything
here before that requires that
deep of an emotional connection,” he said. “It’s driven from
the heart, not the mind, which
is a different aspect for me to
perform and convey.”
Pierce said after reading the
script for “As We Lie Still,” he
could tell it definitely wasn’t

market, Reinfelde said.
consignment sale, Reinfelde
At the event, MAG will said. She hopes for a large
be collaborating with Hope turnout in sorority involveScarves, a nonprofit organi- ment to make the event suczation from Louiscessful.
ville that partners
After not being sewith cancer surviving
lected for a magazine
women. The orgainternship, Reinfelde denization’s goal is to
cided to create her own
share scarves and eninstead. She got the idea
couraging stories of
for the magazine from
women battling canJennifer Nelson’s book
cer. All money raised
“Airbrushed Nation: The
at Friday’s event will
Lure and Loathing of
benefit Hope Scarves. REINFELDE Women's Magazines.”
Girls may sign up
The 23-year-old stuin groups and bring by their dent from Latvia began workclothes, jewelry, accessories, ing on her online magazine
books, scarves and other items this past August in an indein good condition that they pendent class with Professor
wish to sell. A majority of the Kerry Northrup. She launched
items will be cheap since it’s a the magazine on Feb. 7.

“We’re trying to fight the
stereotype,” Reinfelde said.
MAG’s slogan is “For Real
Women, About Real Women.”
The magazine expresses to
women that they are already
the best versions of themselves
and do not need improvement. MAG’s stories discuss issues in society such as anorexia and self-esteem. None of the
images used on the website
are photoshopped.
“We have a very good team
working on [the magazine],”
Reinfelde said.
Reinfelde's friends, professors and peers have devoted
time to help make MAG magazine become a success. Bowling Green senior Nicole Coomer helps with MAG as well. She

said she manages the audience engagement and runs
the social media accounts.
Coomer also does a majority
of the public relations.
Reinfelde is also involved
with Small Business Accelerator on campus. She is trying
to create a business out of the
magazine and collaborate with
other companies. Many people have told her the project
has huge potential, she said.
Readers can view the magazine at Magwoman.com.
“I think it would be awesome if a lot of people participated in the event not only to
support MAG magazine, but
to donate to charity as well,”
Meade county freshmen Bethany Roberts said.

the cylinder itself. These were
the only questions she had
time to ask.
“I was only in there for 30
seconds. I drove all the way
to Nashville for 30 seconds,”
LaRue said. “But I burnt. Thirty
seconds and I was pink because it was such a high powered bed.”
With the new therapy,
LaRue found herself alternating between driving the required three trips to Nashville
a week, going to class parttime at WKU, and working
full-time. After awhile, lack of
time, gas prices and insurance
co-pays began to take their toll
and she was forced to stop attending the thrice-weekly visits. However, LaRue said the
visits were worth it and didn't
concede treatment options all
together.
“It started getting expensive," she said. "I was thinking ‘I'm going to have to go get
a tanning bed package,’ and
that's what I did.”
Through her research of
local tanning beds, LaRue
found that some basic tanning beds emit the type of ray
needed for her skin. In the
meantime, LaRue is saving
up for an at-home light-ray
therapy device.
Throughout this 11-year

journey, LaRue had been
searching to find something
that would allow her to network with others in similar
circumstances. Last year, she
found a conference in Florida
the week of her birthday in
August. In the months leading up to the conference,
LaRue was still covering her
spots with things such as
short-sleeved turtlenecks for
summer, in turn replaced by
necklaces.
It was in the few weeks
leading up to the conference
that 28-year-old found herself
glancing at her past self in the
form of a graduation photo.
“I found a picture of graduation and I just started bawling. It wasn't because I was all
brown, it was because I looked
happy,” she said.“That's where
I needed to get back to.”

Accepting the fact she had
been depressed about her
condition the whole eleven
years, LaRue started taking
steps to be happier. When she
attended the conference a few
weeks later, LaRue decided she
wasn't going to cover any of
her spots.
“I'm with people just like
me,” she said. “There's no
sense in covering up
From attending the conference, LaRue found there was
more awareness now about
vitiligo than there was when
she was first diagnosed. Many
presenters discussed various
treatments, one included traveling to Jerusalem for a threeweek treatment in which
cream is applied, preceded
and followed by a quarterhour bathing session in the
Dead Sea.
The conference was part
of a turning point for LaRue,
especially after seeing the
amount of children who attended.
“That's probably one reason I thought, ‘What am I over
here complaining about?' I'm
an adult at least,” she said.
“These are kids that have to
deal with other kids who are
probably bullies. A lot of them
had it worse than I did.”
Krystal Beel, LaRue's friend

of almost 20 years, said she's
been by her side since day one.
“I can say I'm here for you,
but I don't understand firsthand how it feels to have those
looks and those comments
made,” Beel said, adding that
she’s proud of LaRue for becoming more comfortable.
“It's almost like she's been
set free,” she said. “I told her
‘I'm so glad you're seeing what
I've always seen.”
Now 12 years into her
journey, LaRue is returning
to nursing school at WKU
in the spring and hopes to
do something in the area of
vitiligo research. She was recently chosen as a vitiligo star
for the month of April at an
online vitiligo community,
and is currently taking steps
to encourage Kentucky to be
another state in recognizing
June as Vitiligo Awareness
Month.
Since becoming more
comfortable in her skin, LaRue
didn't feel the need to accept
offers of a fundraised trip to
Jerusalem.
“I think I'm just going to
keep it, I think I kind of like
it now," she said. "It kind of
makes me who I am now. It's
been there for almost twelve
years now, it's just a part of
me.”

going to be like any show he’d
done before.
“It has the exotic appeal of a
weird, interesting plot,” Pierce
said. “But it also deals with
very human things like love, an
ego problem, and the want to
stay, but the need to go.”
Weaver said it’s really cool
to get to participate in a staged
reading like this because almost no one has really performed the material before
and been a part of it.
“Some of us are the original
people who get to play these
characters,” she said.
“Normally, you do a show
that’s been done on Broadway
before, so you have a standard
to live up to,” Pierce said. “But

now we get to set the standard
and that’s exciting.”
Pierce said his favorite part
of the process is when the
composer and writer comes to
see the students and give feedback on what they’re doing.
“In the week before the performance, lines change, songs
are added and taken away — it
explodes in our face and we’ve
got to piece it together before
opening night,” Pierce said.
“It’s a collaborative smorgasbord that’s a lot of fun.”
Pierce said there will be a
talkback with the writer and
composer after the show.
“The audience can add
things they’d like to see, or
things that didn’t work for

them, or ideas they want to
suggest to the playwright,”
Pierce said. “He could take that
to heart and use it. The purpose of these workshops is to
put them up and see the audience’s reaction. A show is not
complete until it’s performed
in front of an audience.”
Tracey Moore, director of
“As We Lie Still,” said since
the staged reading won’t feature costumes, lights and sets,
it will leave a lot more to the
imaginations of the audience
members.
“The experience they’ll
have with the show is more
personal,” Moore said. “It’s not
like someone else is going to
tell them how it looks. And it’s

a cool way to see how something starts out and get a look
behind the scenes.”
Moore said getting to meet
the writer and composer is a
great connection for students.
“Past writers we’ve brought
in have given students work
once they moved to New York,”
Moore said. “This is a connection with the real world we’re
making here.”
“As We Lie Still” will be presented in a staged-reading
format on Monday, May 5, at
Russell Miller Theatre in the
Fine Arts Center at 7 p.m. Tickets are $3 in cash. Tickets may
also be purchased online at
wku.edu/theatre. The musical
is rated PG-13.

Brittany LaRue, former WKU student

I thought‚ ‘What am I
over here complaining
about?’ I’m an adult at
least. These are kids that
have to deal with other
kids who are probably
bullies. A lot of them
had it worse than I did.”
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Kids join parents on campus for work day
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Children were able to get an inside
look into life at WKU during the fourth
annual Take Our Sons and Daughters
to Work Day event.
The Department of Human Resources participated in the national event
on April 24 by allowing faculty to bring
their second-to twelfth-grade kids or
grandkids to campus for a day-long experience.
“It basically introduces participants
to what the different departments do,”
Human Resources specialist Amber
Scott said. “This is part of our work-life
initiative to help close that gap between
family life and work life.”
The children began their day at 8 a.m.
with a gathering session that consisted
of games. After dividing off into groups,
they made their way to break out ses-

sions hosted by various WKU departments. Parents ended the day by giving
their children job tours.
Participating parents and grandparents often helped out with the sessions,
enabling the kids to get a chance to see
what they do for a living, Scott said.
The 2014 event almost doubled the
amount of participants from the original in 2010, increasing from 60 kids to
128.
“We do this event to give young people the opportunity to be introduced
to a whole variety of occupational opportunities,” Scott said. “They’re really
interested in it. We’ve been very successful so far.”
Betty Yu, assistant director of Educational Outreach in the Confucius Institute, participated in the event by hosting a session and bringing her daughter
in. Hosting allows her to reach out to
the broader WKU community, she said.

Reaghan Chen, Yu’s fourth grade
daughter, enjoyed the program and the
sessions she engaged in, like Aramark’s
on cooking and her other two on gardening and fabric stamping.
“I met some new people and got introduced to some new jobs,” Chen
said. “I want to do it as long as I can,
because it’s really fun and you get to do
different stuff.”
Most sessions had WKU students interacting with the kids, helping with
hands-on activities, demonstrations or
simulations. This offered an introduction to the campus and the opportunities available to college students.
The students also helped close the
gap between the kids and faculty, as
they could be more relatable to the kids
through their age and situation, Scott
said. Students often led or organized
entire sessions in their departments.
“It’s kind of a cool way to allow some

of their students to engage,” she said.
This was the second year for Cindy
Jones, family and consumer sciences
instructor, to host a session on textiles.
“I enjoy working with the kids, and
I think it’s a nice way to bring kids on
campus from all aspects of faculty and
staff,” Jones said. “It’s really amazing
how talented and creative they are.”
The event oriented children to the
idea of attending college in helping
them realize it can be a fun and interesting place with much more than just
lectures, she said.
At the end of the day the kids went off
with their parents or grandparents to
take tours of their offices and see what
their job was all about.
“By and large, we want to give kids
the opportunity to spend the day with
mom or dad at work to see what they
do,” Scott said.

WKU alum to undergo Kickstarter campaign‚ finish first movie
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
After three years of work, 2009 WKU
graduate Trevor Simms is ready to
present his feature length film “Misirlou.”
Simms said the 85-minute movie will
air as 15 episodes on YouTube during
a 30-day Kickstarter campaign scheduled to begin on April 27.
He started writing “Misirlou” shortly
after his move to Los Angeles in February of 2010, just two months after his
graduation. The project took a year to
write and two years to shoot.
“I wanted to write something that I
could shoot in Los Angeles because
Los Angeles is such a popular place,”
he said. “So I kind of made the movie
for the area and I wrote it so it would be
possible to actually make it and not just
have a script that you’re going to sell to
someone.”
In “Misirlou,” Simms plays the lead
role: a veteran who takes on killers.
These killers specialize in removing
their victims’ adrenal glands.
Simms explained that human adrenal glands are said to be effective as a
recreational drug.
“If you were to take that out of someone while they were still alive, you could

eat that gland and that is supposed to
be the most powerful drug that you can
do,” he said.
Simms said scheduling conflicts,
safety concerns, a small budget and
lack of a shooting permit have all been
obstacles he’s had to overcome.
“In Los Angeles, you’re supposed to
get a film permit to shoot anything and
I didn’t have the money for the permits.
Plus some of the stuff out here, it would
almost be impossible to shoot because
for safety reasons,” he said.
To shoot a party scene that takes
place on an abandoned boat, Simms
said he got some friends together and
threw an actual party on a real abandoned boat, though the police caught
him in the act.
“I talked my way out of it,” he said.
“But every day, filming on the movie,
you were getting harassed by the cops
or you felt like you were about to so
you’re always on the edge.”
Whether it was by talking to the authorities or by showing his driver’s license, Simms was always able to avoid
legal troubles during shooting.
“It went a long way, showing them my
Kentucky ID and saying ‘I’m just trying
to make a movie. I come from Kentucky. I didn’t know I wasn’t allowed to
shoot here,’” he said.

Ron DeMarse, associate professor of film

He just got stuff done. He decided he wanted to make
a big ambitious project and he would find ways to
bring all the pieces together.”
Safety issues, especially those involving motorcycle stunts, also
presented some difficulties during
shooting.
Simms said he and the other actors
mostly performed their own stunts.
“It’s not on a closed street, it’s like
in busy daylight Los Angeles traffic,”
Simms said. “You’ve got one motorcycle in front of another motorcycle and
the camera was stacked and mounted
on the back of the first motorcycle.”
Despite such difficulties, Simms said
he managed to shoot the whole movie,
with the exception of certain features,
such as music rights, a film score and
certain special effects.
He said the Kickstarter campaign’s
goal is to raise $26,000 to finish the
movie.
During the campaign, Simms said,
the movie will be split into 15 episodes,
adding that each segment will be available to watch for two days before it is
taken down and replaced with the next

part.
Associate professor of broadcasting
and film Ron DeMarse, who used to
teach Simms, said he was always ambitious and highly motivated.
He said while he was a student,
Simms would “always take an assignment or a manageable project and try
to turn it into something a lot more ambitious, like a lot bigger than the project
called for.”
DeMarse said he was most impressed
by Simms’ knack for producing.
“He just got stuff done,” the professor
said. “He decided he wanted to make
a big ambitious project and he would
find ways to bring all the pieces together to do that.”
“If he’s just right now worried about
hiring a composer and some last
minute things like that, hopefully
Kickstarter will be all he’ll need,”
he said. “He’ll be able to raise all he
needs to take those last few steps and
finish it up.”

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

SGA discusses potential tuition increase at last semester meeting
BY LEAH BROWN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Student Government Association met in Garrett Tuesday night for its
last meeting of the semester.
In her report, President Keyana
Boka announced that students will experience a 4.8 percent tuition increase.
Boka said most students will pay $209
more per semester.
The budget will also include a $4.2
million increase for student financial
assistance. The faculty will receive a
one percent salary adjustment.
"The budget is pretty much set in
stone now," Boka said.
The speaker of the Student Senate
Paige Settles said that there is still one
more bill of scholarships that needs
to be passed. Next Tuesday, SGA will

have its end of the banquet instead of ond read funding the University Chimeeting. At the banquet, they will host nese Club and Project Purus. Resolua short meeting to discuss the last bill tion 6-14-S passed which supports
that did not make it in Tuesday's meet- the adoption of the Good Samaritan
ings.
Policy. The policy prevents student
SGA suspended its bylaws
punishment for those who call
at the meeting in order to pass
for help in the case of an emermany bills in first read. The first
gency with a drug or alcohol
was Bill 17-14-S which allocates
overdose. It encourages stu$1,817.10 to financially assist students to seek help rather than
dents participating in Summer
fearing calling 911.
Term courses. Bill 18-14-S passed
Campus improvements chair
which gives $3,165 to multiple
Tyler Scaff gave a report on the
clubs and organizations on camcampus safety walk that hapBOKA
pus. Bill 19-14-S passed and al- SGA President pened last Thursday. The walk's
locates $3,950 to students conpurpose was to examine the curducting student research. Lastly, Bill rent campus safety and find ways to
20-14-S passed giving $150 to sponsor make it better.
the SGA and office and sustainability's
Campus police, the parking and
Earth Week planting party.
transportation director, the facilities
SGA passed Bill 16-14-S in its sec- supervisor and the safety compliance

WKUHERALD.com

specialist are some of the people who
attended the walk.
In Scaff's report, he wrote that Jennifer Tougas, director of Parking and
Transportation Services, said that the
Avenue of Champions will be re-paved
this summer and the side walk along
the street with be widened.
Students also brought up issues with
parking, incidents in residence halls
and bus stop benches.
Scaff concluded in his report that he
looks forward to the benefits that further dialogue will bring to campus.
Throughout the entire meeting, almost every report given ended with
"Don't lose your voice." SGA committee chairs and officers expressed how
successful SGA has been throughout
the year and they can't wait for what
the next year has in store.
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Big Red finishes third in annual national mascot competition
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Big Red just got a little more famous.
WKU's figurehead placed third in
the mascot portion of the National
Cheerleaders Association and National
Dance Association's Collegiate Cheer
and Dance Championship that occurred from April 9 to 13.
The annual competition took place
in Daytona Beach, Fla., and featured
more than 10 mascots from various
colleges, including Otto the Orange
from Syracuse University and Scrappy
from the University of North Texas.
The competition was judged based
on a skit. Each mascot had a theme

TRANSFER

that they incorporated into their performance. Big Red’s was “Let’s Go to the
Mall.”
Paula Davids, a staff assistant for marketing and promotions in the Athletic
Department, who is known endearingly as Big Red’s mom, said Big Red chose
the theme.
In Big Red’s skit, the mascot paraded
around a stage and visited various
stores including Victoria’s Secret and
The Apple Store.
During each of Big Red’s visits, a song
played that corresponded to the store,
such as “Suit & Tie” by Justin Timberlake when Big Red visited Express, a
clothing store.
During the performance, the Topperettes, the WKU Dance team, assisted

tude and preparation - sometimes he
pushes the line with his emotion, but I
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
love it. I would rather have a guy have to
back off for a bit than have to get a guy
ers said. “There is a huge jump from tuned up.”
high school to college ball, epically in
Wofford was sidelined with a hamthis area, and sometimes it takes some string injury early on but now plays a
time for players to get there. We look to large role in the Toppers’ defensive sucJUCO to fill needs. These guys
cess. Wofford struts a .947 fieldcan come in right away with exing percentage with 22 double
perience.”
plays turned this year.
Church and Wofford ended
“Cody’s a glue stick,” Myers
up in the same place, but their
said. “If someone is in a bind,
reason for going to junior colCody is there for them. When
lege was a bit different.
Cody says something, everyone
“It was the way it worked
listens.”
out,” Wofford said. “I didn’t really
The transition from junior
have a plan and didn’t have too WOFFORD college to D-I baseball is not almany great offers that I wanted
ways an easy one, both Church
so JUCO worked out.”
and Wofford admit.
Wofford didn’t have a plan, but
With better players, coaches and
Church had other influences and knew more pressure, the task of playing at a
the success the junior college route high level is difficult. Both Wofford and
provided.
Church seem to have made the transi“I had my brother who went to Palm tion a little less difficult.
Beach State before me so I got offered
“You have to bring it every day. Every
early,” Church said. “I know how com- game matters,” Church said. “Trying to
petitive junior college baseball is and if get the RPI up, the wins up - in JUCO
I can get 200 at bats my freshman and a lot of games don’t matter until consophomore year, then I thought it was ference. Coming out Tuesday against
going to benefit me later on in my career. a Belmont or an Austin Peay and then
It has and now I get to come here and going to play a team like Vanderbilt, you
play Division-I baseball, which is huge.”
have to bring it every night.”
Now on the Hill, Wofford and Church
Church and Wofford have made a
are key components on a team over big impact on the baseball team but
.500 (24-21, 10-8 Sun Belt Conference) also each other since coming to the Hill
and have beaten two top five teams this as teammates, roommates and friends.
season on the road at No. 4 Vanderbilt
“They are like step brothers,” Myand top-ranked Louisiana-Lafayette.
ers said. “Some days you think they are
Church has been the primary clean- fighting and all of a sudden they are
up hitter for the Toppers since day one. best friends their personalities really go
The first baseman is batting .293 and hand and hand.
leads the team in home runs (seven),
“They challenge each other; they
RBI’s (29) and total bases (78). When would give anything for each other.
not at the plate, Church wears his emo- Their friendship is unbelievable. Woftions on his sleeve.
ford is quiet, Church is more vocal but
“I don’t know where we would be my goodness they are the best teamwithout Ryan Church to be honest,” mates and they will do anything for
Myers said. “With his toughness, atti- their teammates. I don’t know where

Big Red in getting the props on and off
of the stage.
Laura Iverson, head coach of the Topperettes, said the dance team put as
much effort as they could into cheering
on Big Red.
“We asked the teams around us that
didn’t have mascots competing if they
would cheer for him and somebody
stopped us on our way back to our seat
and said that they thought it was the
best performance that they had seen,”
Iverson said. “He did really well.”
Davids said she was thankful for the
Topperettes’ effort.
“I don’t know what we would have
done without the dance team there to
help us,” she said.
Davids found out Big Red’s place-

TENNIS

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
year and you always look forward to
the upcoming year and then to find
out that your program is being discontinued, it just comes as a shock."
True took over in 1982 and became
the fifth coach of a program that has
been in existence since 1936. In 1999,
he led the program to a school record
27 regular season wins. From 2005,
True guided the Toppers to six straight
winning seasons.
“It’s going to be an adjustment for
sure,” he said, “but I have great memories and looking back, I have no regrets of any kind as far as all my experiences as far as being associated with
all the athletes.”
Stewart said that the program's end
is not a decision unique to WKU.

BASEBALL

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
like a weekend starter.
“He went out there (Tuesday) and
locked it,” Myers said. “He showed
great composure after a five hour
rain delay. He was phenomenal, he
showed tremendous composure as a
freshman and his three pitches were
in the zone.”
WKU was down early but got a big
spark in the fifth inning. An RBI single
by freshman Leiff Clarkson, an RBI
double by senior Regan Flaherty and
two runs single by senior Scott Wilcox
highlighted the inning.
“The five run inning was huge,”
Myers said. “We took the momentum
back to our dugout.”
The Toppers continue to work
around the bottom portion of the Sun

ment in the competition the same day
the skit performed. Davids said the
trophies were awarded from fifth place
on down. The closer the trophies got to
first place, the more anxious everyone
got.
Davids said in order to be entered
into the competition, Big Red had to
place first in a preliminary contest that
occurred at the University of Louisville
in July.
Third place is the best Big Red has
earned in a national mascot competition since 2009.
Davids said everybody enjoyed the
competition.
“It was just really a good experience
for both myself and the team members,” she said.

“The elimination of sport programs
has become a nationwide trend in recent years, and many schools are facing similar challenges,” Stewart said.
“Our decision to eliminate men’s tennis also enables us to avoid cuts to any
other sport program. We will go into
the 2014-15 year with 18 sponsored
sports, which ties for the most in Conference USA.
“WKU Athletics has an overall 70
percent graduation rate, and nine of
our sport programs have won a conference championship over the last
two years. We also have an excellent
opportunity to win the 2013-14 Vic
Bubas Cup, given annually to the Sun
Belt Conference’s all-sports champion, for the first time since 2008,” he
said. “Our goals will not change, and
we remain committed to making a
national impact in the years ahead on
the field of play and in the classroom.”

Belt with a trip to eighth-ranked ULM
(18-28, 8-13 SBC) this weekend.
The Warhawks’ lineup is dangerous top to bottom with six players
that have at or more than 19 RBI’s this
season.
Two players that will look to do
damage on WKU pitchers will be
Keelin Rasch and Justin Stawychny,
both hitters who average over .275
at the plate. Stawychny ranks second on the team in runs (35) hits
(48) and home runs (6). Rasch leads
the team in hits (53) doubles (11)
and triples (3).
WKU’s first game at Louisiana
Monroe will be played Friday at 6
p.m.
Results from the WKU-Belmont
game were not available at press
time. Visit wkuherald.com for full
game coverage.
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Men’s tennis team eliminated due to budget cuts
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU Director of Athletics Todd Stewart announced
Tuesday the men’s tennis program as a varsity intercollegiate
sport would be eliminated.
The termination will take effect in the upcoming 2014-15
academic year.

“This is certainly a disappointment,” Stewart said in a
university-issued statement.
“Unfortunately, the cumulative effect of three consecutive
years of cuts to the overall athletics budget forces us to make
difficult decisions. We have actually increased both our ticket
and sponsorship revenue in
each of the last two years along

with private donor support,
but cuts to the athletics budget
have lessened the impact of
our growth.
“I would like to thank all of
our current and former men’s
tennis coaches, student-athletes and their families for their
service to our program, and
I share their disappointment
with this course of action,” he

added.
The 2013-14 men’s team finished the season 6-8 with the
year ending against Georgia
State in the opening round of
the Sun Belt Conference tournament.
Current WKU men's tennis
student athletes will be allowed to transfer to another
school without having to sit

out a year. If the student-athlete chooses to remain a student at WKU, his scholarship
will be honored at its current
level through his senior year
provided he remains in good
academic standing.
“Obviously, it came as a
shock,” coach Jeff True said.
“We felt like we had a good
SEE TENNIS PAGE B7
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Junior first baseman Ryan Church swings during WKU's 4-1 victory over University of Arkansas - Little Rock on Sunday at Nick
Denes Field. The win brought the team's record to 23-21. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

Transfer
TO THE TOP

Church and Wofford find quick success in first year
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Before this season, WKU juniors
Ryan Church and Cody Wofford were
in two completely different places. Last

year, Wofford lived in Albany, Ga. attending Darton College while Church
attended Palm Beach State College in
Lake Worth, Fla.
Now, the two junior college transfers
are roommates at WKU and are pivotal

pieces of the Topper baseball team.
“I don’t know if I can put into words
what these two guys have brought on
and off the field,” Coach Matt Myers
said. “When I think of Ryan Church
and Cody Wofford I think of teammates, toughness, competitive, emotional, and winners.”
Neither player chose the traditional
path of a Division-I baseball player.
Junior colleges offer unique options
to athletes as a place to raise academics,
better their playing ability and serve as
a stepping-stone to the D-I level. These
JUCO players are hot commodities to
teams who need productive players
fast. Along with Church and Wofford,
outfielder Philip Diedrick also transferred to WKU for the 2014 season from
Connors State College.
“Maturity, experience and toughness are all things they can bring,” MySEE TRANSFER PAGE B7
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Tompkins breaks single-season saves record‚ Tops prep for ULM
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
When WKU hits the road for
Louisiana-Monroe this weekend,
the Toppers’ confidence in pitching may be at a season high.
Ian Tompkins matched the record for saves in a single season
over the weekend against Arkansas-Little Rock, but he set out to
break it Tuesday against Austin
Peay.
With a 6-5 lead and runners on
second and third in the bottom of
the eighth inning, Tompkins came
in to record the final out of the inning. He then had a tough ninth

allowing the bases loaded with two
outs, but struck out the last batter
to become a part of history with 12
saves, breaking the single-season
saves record.
“He got the job done,” coach
Matt Myers said on his post-game
radio show. “He keeps getting us
into positions like that but he set
the record and that was awesome.”
Freshman
Ryan
Thurston
pitched his second quality start
of the season. He pitched seven
innings giving up five hits, three
earned runs on six strikeouts. After
giving up two runs early, Thurston
settled down and began to pitch
SEE BASEBALL PAGE B7

Catcher Drew
Merten evades
UALR junior third
baseman Cody
Wofford during
WKU's 5-7 loss
to the Trojans on
Saturday. WKU
would go on
to defeat their
opponents on
Sunday, walking
away from the
weekend's games
with two victories.
MIKE CLARK/
HERALD

